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Our Vision 

At Corton CE Primary School & Nursery, we believe that Design and 

Technology (DT) is an essential subject that nurtures creativity, 

problem-solving skills, and practical knowledge. Rooted in our 

Christian ethos, our D&T curriculum enables children to design, 

create, and evaluate functional products with purpose and 

innovation. 

We aim to inspire children to become resourceful, resilient, and 

reflective learners, equipping them with the skills to think critically, 

work collaboratively, and apply their knowledge to solve real-world 

problems. DT at Corton encourages children to explore materials, 

mechanisms, structures, and systems, while understanding the 

importance of design in everyday life. 

As agents of God’s creation, our pupils develop a respect for 

materials, sustainability, and responsible innovation. Through 

hands-on experiences, they gain confidence and independence in 

making, testing, and improving their creations, fostering a sense of 

responsibility for the world around them. 

At Corton CE Primary School, we endeavour to teach our children to 

become creative and innovative thinkers. In an ever-changing world, 

we strive to equip them with the skills to design, build, and create 

technology-based products that solve real and relevant problems. 

Pupils acquire a broad range of subject knowledge, drawing upon 

disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing, 

and art to enhance their designs. 

Through STEM-based activities, we encourage children to engage in 

hands-on experiences, mirroring the problem-solving and creative 

thinking of a pre-digital world. Whether building bridges, designing 

mechanisms, or constructing marble runs, pupils develop key skills 

through experimentation, exploration, and iteration. These experiences 

have a lasting impact, allowing children to learn by doing and 

embrace challenges with confidence and resilience. 

Our high-quality, progressive DT curriculum ensures that every child 

leaves our school with a strong foundation in technical knowledge, 

creative thinking, and practical skills that will support their future 

education and careers. Guided by Christian values, our pupils learn 

to innovate with integrity, collaborate with kindness, and design 

with purpose, shaping them into thoughtful, skilled, and responsible 

designers of the future. 
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Intent 

At Corton CE Primary School & Nursery, our Design and 

Technology (DT) curriculum nurtures creativity, problem-

solving, and practical skills, preparing children for a rapidly 

evolving world. Through hands-on experiences, pupils 

design, make, and evaluate purposeful products, developing 

technical knowledge, resilience, and independence. 

Our curriculum is inclusive and progressive, ensuring 

children build on key skills in woodwork, textiles, electrical 

systems, structures, mechanisms, and food technology. 

Pupils explore real-world applications, learning to work both 

independently and collaboratively to solve problems and 

refine their ideas. They are encouraged to think critically, 

take risks, and adapt their designs based on testing and 

evaluation. 

We also foster an understanding of sustainability and 

environmental responsibility, encouraging pupils to reflect on 

how design and technology impact everyday life. By 

studying past and present innovations, children develop an 

awareness of how technology shapes the world and how 

they, as future designers and engineers, can contribute 

positively. 

Guided by our Christian values, we encourage children to 

innovate with integrity, collaborate with kindness, and 

design with purpose. By the time they leave our school, 

pupils will have the confidence, creativity, and technical 

expertise to approach future challenges with curiosity and 

resilience. 

 

Implementation 

At Corton CE Primary School & Nursery, our Design and 

Technology (DT) curriculum is carefully structured to ensure 

pupils develop the knowledge, skills, and creativity needed 

to design, make, and evaluate purposeful products. Lessons 

follow a sequenced approach, allowing children to research, 

plan, create, and refine their work, building on prior 

learning. 

Through hands-on activities, pupils develop essential skills 

such as cutting, shaping, joining, and finishing materials. 

They are encouraged to problem-solve, reflect, and adapt 

their designs, fostering resilience and independence. Our 

progressive curriculum covers structures, mechanisms, 

textiles, food technology, and electrical systems: 

   EYFS – Exploring materials, developing fine motor skills, 

and experimenting with simple construction. 

   KS1 – Learning about basic structures and mechanisms, 

designing purposeful products, and using tools safely. 

   KS2 – Applying knowledge to more complex designs, 

using a range of tools, and considering functionality and 

sustainability. 

Food technology is embedded throughout, teaching children 

about nutrition, food sources, and preparation. 

Our Christian values of respect, perseverance, and 

responsibility underpin our teaching, ensuring pupils: 

   Respect materials and consider sustainability. 

   Embrace challenges through problem-solving. 

   Collaborate effectively to refine and improve their 

designs. 

By linking DT to wider curriculum topics, we provide 

meaningful learning opportunities that inspire creativity, 

critical thinking, and real-world application, preparing pupils 

with the skills and confidence for future learning. 

Impact 

At Corton CE Primary School & Nursery, our Design and 

Technology (DT) curriculum equips children with the 

knowledge, skills, and creativity to become confident 

designers and problem-solvers. Through cross-curricular 

links with subjects like maths and science, pupils develop a 

deeper understanding of how technology, engineering, and 

design shape the world. 

Assessment in D&T is ongoing, with teachers monitoring 

children’s understanding, technical ability, and creativity 

throughout lessons. Pupils learn to take risks, be reflective, 

and develop resilience, allowing them to test, refine, and 

improve their work effectively. By evaluating past and 

present technology, children develop an awareness of how 

design impacts everyday life and the wider world. 

By the time pupils leave Corton CE Primary School & 

Nursery, they will: 

       Have confidence and independence in designing and 

making. 

       Understand how to test, refine, and improve their 

creations. 

       Appreciate how design and technology influence the 

world. 

       Apply their learning to future education and real-life 

challenges. 

       Have hands-on experience with materials, tools, and 

technologies. 

Through Design and Technology, we prepare our pupils to 

become the creative problem-solvers, engineers, designers, 

and inventors of the future, equipping them with the skills to 

innovate, adapt, and contribute meaningfully to an ever-

changing world. 

 
Useful Websites 

National Curriculum https://www.gov.uk/government/collectio
ns /national-curriculum  

Access Art https://www.accessart.org.uk/  
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