
History  -  EYFS Content Breadth and Progression (Nursery and Reception) 

 
 
Our History Curriculum is taught within EYFS topics, as part of the daily continuous provision and adult guided activities.  

 
Three and Four Year Olds  
 

Understanding the World  

• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
 

Reception  

Understanding the World  
• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
• Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.  
• Use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.  
• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries 

 
Early Learning Goal 

Understanding the World (Past and Present) 
 • Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.  
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been 
read in class.  
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

Vocabulary 

Key concepts the children will learn during their time in 
EYFS includes: 

Family, Past, Before, After, Now, Old, New, Tomorrow, Today, 
Yesterday, Later, Remember, Event, Changes. 


