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Corton Primary School 

 

Vision 

Our teaching of History is thematic and has a focus on patterns and 

sequences. This is in order that historical generalisations can start to 

occur in the children’s long-term memory. Our History curriculum is 

carefully sequenced, covering a rich diversity of historical concepts in the 

UK and around the world. We ensure that coherence and sequencing is 

taught through big, recurring ideas. Vocabulary is taught specifically with 

the aim that children are constantly encouraged to make links between 

concepts based on that vocabulary. We aim for children at Corton Primary 

school to be knowledge rich, not just merely fact rich and they 

understand how historians and archaeologists work. 

 
 

National Curriculum programmes of study aims: 

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: 

how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world; 

• Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and 

dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and follies of mankind;  

• Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’; 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use 

them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses ; 

• Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence 

is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been 

constructed History – key stages 1 and 2  

• Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, 

regional, national and international history; between cultural, 

economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between 

short- and long-term timescales. 
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Impact 
  

At Corton Primary School & Nursery we 

aim to create schemata which children can 

draw on throughout their learning to 

enable children to apply vocabulary in 

different contexts, rather than relying on 

inference.  

 

Historical generalisations are formed in 

the children’s long-term memory and they 

can retrieve knowledge efficiently.  
 

All children can use historical language 

appropriately and apply their knowledge 

confidently.  

Useful websites 

www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/history

/  

www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3620/prima

ry-topic-websites  

www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/  

National curriculum 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governmen

t/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/

239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_History.pdf 

  

Implementation 

 

At Corton Primary School & Nursery, History 

is thematic and has a focus on patterns and 

sequences. Coherence and sequencing are 

taught through big, recurring ideas and 

through content sensitivity.  

 

Lessons are visually stimulating, ensuring 

that the knowledge taught is memorable and 

the children are taught to distinguish 

between source and evidence.  

 

We aim to transfer the historical knowledge 

from the children’s working memory to their 

long-term memory via a range of pedagogical 

methods, teaching meaningful examples and 

ensuring that children have repeated 

encounters of big historical concepts and 

vocabulary. We constantly review the tasks 

children undertake in History to ensure that 

they have greatest impact.  

 

 

Intent 

At Corton Primary School & Nursery, 

History topics are informed by the national 

curriculum and are sensitive to the history 

of the local area. The History curriculum at 

Corton Primary is carefully sequenced and 

covers a rich diversity of historical 

concepts in the UK and around the world. 

At Corton Primary School & Nursery, we 

aim to ensure that all pupils:  

• Are explicitly taught the subject-

specific vocabulary and that links are 

made between historical concepts using 

this vocabulary;  

• Understand the importance of 

chronology and how timelines present 

both order and proportionality;   

• Are taught a rich diversity of historical 

concepts in the UK and the world, 

learning where these themes differ and 

overlap, ensuring curricular explanation. 

 

http://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/history/
http://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/history/
http://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3620/primary-topic-websites
http://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3620/primary-topic-websites
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf


 

History Overview 

 
 
  

History Year A 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS 

Children learn about key events in their own lives and how this relates to time. They learn about people who help us and 

place key events in their own lives on simple time lines and begin to understand how they have grown and changed over 

time. 

Year 1 

How have toys changed over time? 

Why was the 

sinking of RMS 

Titanic so 

significant? 

Why were the 

Lowestoft Floods 

in 1953 so 

devastating? 

How have these people changed the 

way we live today? 

(Neil Armstrong, William Caxton, Tim 

Berners-Lee) 
Year 2 

Year 3 
Changes in Britain in the Stone Age, 

Bronze Age, Iron Age 

 

The Roman Empire and its impact on 

Britain 

 

Britain’s 

settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons and 

Scots 

The Viking and 

Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for the 

Kingdom of 

England to the 

time of Edward 

the Confessor 

Year 4 

Year 5 
The History of Crime and Punishment Ancient Egypt 

Why was the Battle of Britain a 

significant turning point in the UK? Year 6 



History Overview cont.  

 

 
 

History Year B 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS 

Children learn about key events in their own lives and how this relates to time. They learn about people who help us and 

place key events in their own lives on simple time lines and begin to understand how they have grown and changed over 

time. 

Year 1 How did the 

Battle of 

Hastings change 

Britain? 

How have schools 

changed over the 

years and how 

have schools 

stayed the same? 

 

Why was the Great Fire of London so 

significant?  

How has Corton changed over the 

years? 

Year 2 

Year 3 A local history 

study: Doggerland 

through to the 

Domesday Book. 

A local history 

study: Fishing 

Industry in 1800s 

A local history study: 

The impact of WWI 

A local history study: The impact of 

WWII 

A local history 

study: 

Fishing Industry 

in 20th Century 

 

A local history 

study: 

Tourism from 

1850s to the 

present day. 
Year 4 

Year 5 Ancient Greece - What were the 

greatest achievements of Ancient 

Greece? 

The Shang Dynasty 
The Mayans and the ancient 

civilisations. Year 6 


